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Does Church Union Make for 
Efficiency and GrowthP 


Methodism has gained 1,564,145 members since 
its three major branches united in 1939, according 
to a statistical report issued to the denomination’s 
South Jurisdictional convocation in Forth Worth, 
Texas. The Methodist Church in the United 
States now has a total membership of 9,223,152 
persons, an increase of 20.4 per cent since unification. 


The Southern (U.S.) Presbyterian Church had 
511,364 members in 1939. For the past year 1954 
our Church reports 780,853 members which is a 
gain of 269,489 or a percentage gain of 52.7 
per cent. This is better than two and one half 
times the growth in the same period of the Meth- 
odist Church under the unification program. 


—H. B. D. 
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The United Presbyterian Vote 


on Church Union 
The United Presbyterian Church has 51 Presby- 


teries in America and 13 Presbyteries in foreign 
countries. All their Presbyteries both in America 
and the foreign countries are permitted to vote. 

Their voting on Church Union is different from 
our Southern Presbyterian Church. They do not 
follow the Presbytery Unit vote. There is a pro- 
vision that at least two thirds of their Presbyteries 
have to vote in order for the vote to count on 
either side. Then a majority of the total votes 
cast in the Presbyteries is required to carry the 
vote for Union. At this time 58 of their Presby- 
teries have voted with 963 votes cast for Union 
and 535 votes cast against it. All 51 of the Pres- 
byteries in America have reported and 7 of those 
in foreign countries. There are 6 foreign Presby- 
teries yet to vote. In the 51 Presbyteries in America 
843 votes were cast For Union and 522 votes 


Against Union. 
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ORIALS 


Spurgeon’s Advice 


“You must not take anything for granted between 
God and your soul. I charge you to make sure 
work here; take your wealth for granted, if you 
like; take the title-deeds of your estate for granted 
if you please; but between God and your soul let 
everything be settled, and straight, and clear, and 
sure, and have no mistakes about the matter. It 
is so easy to have been under religious influence 
from our youth up, and then to go on, year after 
year, never having raised the question whether we 
are Christians or not, saying to ourselves, ‘Of 
course it is all right’. You will be much nearer 
the truth if you say, ‘Of course it is all wrong’. 
You will be much more likely to come to an honest 
conclusion if you rather suspect yourself too much 
than believe in yourself too much; I am sure that, 
in speaking thus, I am giving you sound teaching”’. 

Charles H. Spurgeon. 


The advice of this great preacher of another 
generation was never needed more than _ today. 
The writer is convinced that we do take too much 
for granted. It is so easy to confuse a godly 
ancestry, or Christian associations, or activity in 
the Church, or actual Church membership, with 
being a Christian. 


All of the blessings of background and associa- 
tion can be used by God to bring us to a personal 
relationship with Christ; but, they are the chan- 
nels, the agencies, of His grace. The one thing, 
without which all other things are futile, is to 
come to a realization of our own sinfulness, of 
the certainty of the judgment and punishment of 
sin and of the fact that Christ, and Christ alone, 
has taken our just punishment and that our only 
way of salvation is through faith in Him and what 
He has done for us. 
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This all sounds so elemental and yet it is the 
one thing we must nor take for granted. Is Christ 
real to you? Do you realize your own sinfulness? 
Do you know Him as your Redeemer? Do you 
have Him as the Lord of your life? 


Those who have had a personal experience of 
salvation are the most anxious to hear the story 
of God’s marvelous love and grace in Christ Jesus. 
Those who do not know Him desperately need 
Him for their own Savior. 


Spurgeon’s advice must be followed today. 


—L. N. B. 


EXPRESSING ONESELF ADEQUATELY 
ABOUT JESUS CHRIST 


In his Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush, lan Mac- 
laren tells of the Scottish lad who used his first 
sermon “to speak a good word for the Lord Jesus” 
in accord with his mother’s last wish. The rising 
tide of Christological interest is seen in the current 
declaration of young French students that our first 
responsibility is to express ourselves adequately 


about Jesus Christ. I wonder if that is not the 


purpose God gives to each of us - the main mission 


He has laid upon the Church. 


In her early days the Church of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ sought to express herself ade- 
quately about Her Head and King in the ancient 
creeds - the Apostles’, the Nicene, and _ the 
Athanasian - as well as in the great ecumenical 
councils. The Reformers declared that God in 
Christ is the perpetual object of Christian faith, 
that we must begin with Christ - our comfort and 
our hope. Calvin rediscovered the threefold lines 
of Christ’s work for us that had been wellnigh 
forgotten since John Chrysostom - Christ our 
Prophet, our Priest, and our King. Our Catechism 
takes up this valuable insight and adds to it the 
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work of Christ in His two estates of humiliation 


and of exaltation. Current Biblical scholarship is 
reading the Bible, Old as well as New Testament, 
in the light of Christ and finding the marvel of 
His humiliation in the servant of the LORD, of 
His heavenly glory and His human representation 
in the Son of Man, of His reigning majesty at 
the right hand of the Almighty in His risen name 
of LORD, of the epiphany of His glory at His 
COMING. 


In our own Presbyterian Church, U. S., we 
have sought to express ourselves in a corporate 
testimony to the glory of the Redeemer in deliver- 
ance unanimously passed by the 1939 Assembly and 
approved by two subsequent assemblies - as well as 
by the 1954-55 actions of our presbyteries in re- 
pudiating a Plan of Union which meant the ac- 
ceptance of New York’s compromise of the glories 
of Christ. Both our Commissions on the Minister 
and His Work and our Presbyteries are reminded 
that we have not only an Assembly deliverance 
against Dispensationalism, but as well the follow- 
ing against modernistic efforts to curtail our testi- 
mony to our Saviour. 


‘The General Assembly hereby declares that it 
regards the acceptance of the infallible truth and 
Divine authority of the Scriptures, and of Christ 
as true and eternal God who became also man 
by being born of a virgin, who offered up himself 
a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and reconcile 
us to God, who rose from the dead with the same 
body with which he suffered, and who will come 
again to judge the world as being involved in the 
ordination vows to which we subscribe.” 


In humility and in kindness, Presbyters have the 
right and duty of insisting on the acceptance of 
these testimonies to our Lord at the examination 
of ministers and candidates, since they are involved 
in the first, the second, and the fourth of our 
ministerial ordination vows. These things are 
taught in the Scriptures, in the Westminster stan- 
dards, and by our Assemblies, thus being involved in 
vielding subjection to our brethren in the Lord. 


Of course, neither this action nor that against 
Dispensationalism ought to be enforced in a 
wooden, mechanical, or autocratic fashion. We are 
brethren, and the Church is to act as a considerate 
loving mother seeking both the truth as it is in 
Jesus and the help of those earnest souls that need 
sympathy, patience and light. We are not out to 
“get” anyone for infringing the one act or the 
other. Rather, we invite men of all schools in the 


Church to vie one with another in proclaiming 
CHRIST IS THE ANSWER in our pulpits, in 
our educational institutions, in our summer camps, 
in our evangelistic services. As by the grace of the 
Spirit, we express ourselves adequately about Him, 
we shall go FORWARD WITH CHRIST. 
—W. C. R. 


BILLY GRAHAM TO THE 
PREACHERS OF SCOTLAND 


By George Burnham 


Glasgow — Evangelist Billy Graham, an 
American farm boy who grew up to become the 
world’s most famous preacher, climaxed the All- | 
Scotland Crusade Friday noon with the plainest, 
most important message of his phenomenal min- 
istry. And when he had finished, over 1,000 
clergymen of Scotland made decisions to re-dedicate 
their lives to God. 


Ministers overflowed the Renfield Street Church 
for the final meeting. During his address Billy 
summarized the crusade—what has happened, why 
did it happen, and what lies ahead. But near the 
finish he stated: 


“I may be completely out of order in doing 
this, but I have some suggestions for you ministers. 
When you go into the pulpit next Sunday preach 
with clarity and simplicity. Preach to the people, 
not to other preachers. Don’t shoot over their 
heads—that only proves you can’t shoot. And 
preach with your natural voices. If many of you 
went into a grocery store and ordered a loaf of 
bread in the sing-song manner you affect in the 
pulpit, you would never get the bread because 
the clerk wouldn’t be able to understand you. 
You don’t talk in a chant. Then why preach that 
way? The reason theaters are filled and churches 
are empty is that people can understand what is 
being said in a theater. 


“T would like to also stress the importance of 
making sure that you have a gospel to preach. 
The pastor of a leading Glasgow church came to 
me the other day and said, ‘Billy, I don’t have 
a gospel for my people.’ People don’t want good 
advice. They want the good news of Jesus Christ. 
‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ 
Preach the Bible with authority. 


“Early in my ministry I was doing a lot of 
preaching but didn’t have any power. One day I 
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fell on my knees and said, ‘Oh, God, I am going 
to have to get out of the ministry unless I find 
a message with power.’ As I prayed I accepted 
by faith the Bible as the inspired word of God. 


From that moment my ministry has been different.”’ 


Billy urged the ministers to preach the Bible 
with urgency and give the people an opportunity 
to accept Christ. ‘Go into your pulpits,” he said, 
“and preach a Gospel message. Then ask for de- 
cisions and rededications.”’ Scotland before the 
crusade has practically abandoned such an invita- 
tion. Ministers said it was obsolete, but now thou- 
sands have changed their minds and methods. 


In discussing what happened in Scotland during 
the six-week crusade, Billy stated, ‘‘People are no 
longer indifferent about religion and the greatest 
problem facing the clergy is indifference. Religion 
is the main topic of conversation in Scotland again. 
Newspaper reporters who made decisions during 
the campaign are forming a Fellowship for Study. 
A man told some of his friends in a club about 
two weeks ago that his wife had made a decision 
at Kelvin and that he noticed a difference in her. 
The man went back to the club and told the same 
group he had accepted Christ. 


“Revivals have broken out in small towns far 
from here as people listen to a voice over the relay. 
Churches are working together. A Baptist minister 
told me the other day he had never had much 
use for Presbyterians but had learned during the 
crusade to respect their work. Brother, that’s re- 
vival. Maybe we can’t agree on everything, but 
we can love one another. 


“Thousands have accepted Christ and vows have 
been renewed. Paul Mickelson was sitting at his 
organ in an empty Kelvin Hall one afternoon 
when a workman walked up and said, ‘] was an 
alcoholic and my home was wrecked, but since 
my conversion God has taken the desire for alcohol 
away from me and my home has been restored.’ 
1 saw a giant highlander wearing kilts walk forward 
one night. He lived in some remote area north of 
here and told us later, ‘All my life I’ve wanted 
God but didn’t know where to find him. Some- 
one told me that people were finding him here 
and I came down.’ That highlander would have 
made a decision even if there hadn’t been a service. 


“A social impact has been made on Scotland. 
A department store head said employes had come 
to him admitting thefts. Barlinnie Prison, which 
usually had 50 or 60 at religious services now has 
an average of 300. A businessman has instituted 
new relations with his workers. 


“Churches have received a new breath of life. 
Ministers are preaching old truths and feeding hun- 


gry people. One pastor told me his congregation 
had doubled. 


“Now you ask why all this has happened. It 
has happened because people are hungry to hear 


PAGE 4 


LISTEN TO THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES 


Sunday, May 22 


Topic: 

“Let God Help You 
Get Rid of 
Resentment’”’ 

Speaker: 

Dr. John A. Redhead 
Consult Local Station 
For Time 
Write For Copies Of 

Messages 


Division Of Radio & Television—Atlanta, Ga. 


the word of God. It has happened in answer to 
the prayers of Christian people. As I have told 
you before, Glasgow, because of modern communi- 
cations, is the most prayed for city in the history 
of the Christian church. There are thousands of 
prayer meetings around the world. Four hundred 
lepers in Africa prayed for an hour every morning. 


“It has happened because of the power of the 
Holy Spirit which convicted people of sin after 
the Word had been preached. It happened because 
there was a unity among the churches, because 
there was organization and publicity. Some have 
criticized the meetings, saying they cost too much 
money. Let me tell you something. People don’t 
mind spending money on all forms of pleasures 
and amusements, but when it comes to spending 
money to bring a man to Jesus Christ they yelp 
to high heavens. Such thinking is greed and God 
hates it.” 

Turning to the question of what lies ahead, Billy 
said: “If you ministers fail to go out and help 
these people who need spiritual growth there could 
be a revolution of laymen in Scotland with the 
blessings outside rather than inside the church. 
There could well be.a disaster unless the clergy 
takes its place of proper leadership. 


“Our campaign has been like a short subject 
at the movie. The main feature is now about to 
go on. We have only scratched the surface. The 
main harvest is yet to come. As far as Billy Graham 
is concerned, I feel no glow of personal victory 
or triumph this morning. This has been God’s 
doing and it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
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Why Are These 
Actions Necessary ? 


Paul D. Hastings 


There are two reports and recommendations to 
the coming General Assembly that should be of 
great interest and concern to every member of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, and much prayer 
and study should be given the entire matter. 


The General Council in its report states: ‘““We 
recommend that the General Assembly request its 
constituent presbyteries to include in the covenant, 
which ministers joining a presbytery are required 
to sign, a statement to the effect that they would 
support the benevolence causes of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S., and that they will seek by 
all proper means to lead the churches of which 
they are the pastors to throw the full weight of 
their benevolence giving behind the benevolence 
causes of the Presbyterian Church in the United 


States.” 


The April 26 issue of the Presbyterian Outlook 


states: ‘““The Assembly’s Committee on the Muin- 


ister and His Work raises a flag of caution about 
ministers coming from other denominations who 
‘are not acquainted with the program or methods 
of work of the (U. S. Church) ... in their new 
fields.’ Presbytery commissions are warned to be 
careful about recommending such men. 


The work of the church in the past few years 
has been ‘greatly and increasingly hindered by the 
sheer failure of congregations to support the ap- 
proved benevolent work of the church in the pro- 
gram of its boards and agencies, says the com- 
mittee.” (End of quotation. ) 


We should all recognize the fact that every mem- 
ber of the Church does have a definite responsibility 
to support the benevolent programs of the Church. 
Our Church is an association of those holding to 
a reformed interpretation of the Bible and have 
organized ourselves under the representative system 
known as “Presbyterian.’”’ We are a voluntary or- 
ganization and no person ought to join our ranks 
as a presbyter unless he believes in our purpose 
in its distinctiveness as outlined in our Confession 
of Faith and Book of Church Order. So, then, 
WE ARE UNDER OBLIGATION to support 
the benevolent work of the Church WHICH IS 
TRUE TO OUR STATED PURPOSE. 


But, if at any time any of the Boards, Agencies, 
seminaries, or colleges, of our Church deviate from 
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the appointed and self-imposed ground rules of our 
denomination, we ought not, yea we dare not for 
the sake of the sceptre of Christ, blindly support 
that which is working contrary to our stated pur- 
pose. 


And if some in the denominational framework 
would seek to bind our consciences so that indis- 
criminately we would be obligated to support such 
agencies, whatever they might be, these self-same 
leaders should be reminded what the nature of our 
church is. Critical self analysis of our work is the 
continuous obligation of all the members and par- 
ticularly the presbyters in our church, but the 
church should always be free to constrain our 
agencies to adhere to our reformed position. IF 
WE DO NOT HAVE THIS FREEDOM, WE 
ARE NO BETTER OFF THAN THOSE 
UNDER PAPAL AUTHORITY. 


On the other hand, we should always recognize 
our obligation to support heartily that which is 
worthy in our church and pray and strive that 
all within our denomination be worthy. For after 
all, that is the reason we have associated our- 
selves, so that jointly we could carry out a function 
in the Kingdom of God which we could not do 
individually. It should be our earnest desire 
that our Boards, our schools, our programs, and 
our total enterprise be such as merits our whole- 
hearted support. We need to be very careful about 
excessive benevolent giving to causes outside our 
church because this betrays an unfaithfulness to a 
self-imposed limitation which goes with our denom- 
inational affiliation..-On the other hand, however, 
the denominational leaders always need to take 
care that our causes merit our conscientious and 
voluntary support, which unfortunately is not al- 
ways the case. THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THE PRIVILEGE OF A DENOMINATION 
MUST COME FROM BOTH ENDS — 
LEADERSHIP AND LAITY. 


The following questions should disturb and 
alarm us as much as these recommendations do. 
Why are so many churches bringing in ministers 
from other denominations and seminaries? Why 
is there such a lack of confidence in the overall 
benevolent work of our Church that ministers and 
members are giving to outside sources to such an 
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extent that the General Council feels that such 
a drastic recommendation as this is mecessary? 
Would not the seeking of a correct answer to these 
questions be a better and more lasting solution to 
this serious matter than this recommendation of 
the General Council? 


Many activities and programs of our Church 
at this time are a matter of deep concern to many 
of the members. There is evidence of strong con- 
victions on the part of. many members that we 
should not be a member of the National Council 
of Churches. That full-time employees of the 
Church should not actively participate in such 
controversial issues as Union. That the office of 
Moderator of the General Assembly should not 
be conducted in the manner such as the past two 
years. That the programs and gifts of the entire 
Church should not be used to promote Union. That 
the Division of Christian Relations should not at- 
tempt to speak for the members of the Church 
on political, economical, and social issues and that 
this Division should be abolished. That all the 
teachers in our seminaries and colleges should con- 
form fully to the Word of God as contained in 
the Confession of Faith in their belief and teach- 
ings. That more emphasis on the part of our sem- 
inaries should be placed upon the Word of God 
rather than upon the ecumenical movement and 
social issues. 


These are some of the things, among many, that 
are disturbing the members of our Church and 
which have led many of them to resolve that IN 
THE FUTURE THEY ARE GOING TO 
SUPPORT ONLY THOSE PROGRAMS 
WHICH CONFORM TO THE STANDARDS 
AND PURPOSE OF OUR CHURCH AND 
ARE WORTHY OF SUPPORT. These 
things must be faced honestly and in a Christian 
spirit if a proper solution is to be found which 
will be for the best interest of the Church as a 
whole. 


This recommendation of the General Council is 
exactly the same method that was used by the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
U. S. A. in its 1934 Mandate directed against 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen and the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. A part 
of that Mandate read: “A church member or an 
individual church that will not give to promote 
the officially authorized missionary program of the 
Presbyterian Church, is in exactly the same posi- 
tion with reference to the Constitution of the 
Church as a church member or an_ individual 
church that would refuse to take part in the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper or any other of the 
prescribed ordinances of the denomination as set 
forth in Chapter VII of the Form of Government.”’ 
By this action, the General Assembly makes loyalty 
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to the benevolent programs of the Church of equal 
value and importance as participation in the Lord’s 
Supper, which few Presbyterians would ever accept. 
Of this action, Dr. Clarence E. Macartney, one 
of the outstanding ministers in the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church, said he believed the General As- 
sembly “erred grievously, deeply and dangerously 

He declared the action involved “questions 
of conscience and liberty in the Presbyterian 
Church under its Constitution.” 


Dr. Machen himself said of the action that he 
could not obey it, for the following reasons, among 
others: “Obedience to the order in the way de- 
manded by the General Assembly would involve 
substitution of a human authority for the authority 
of the Word of God.”’ Obedience to the order in 
the way demanded by the General Assembly would 
mean acquiescence in the principle that support of 
the benevolences of the Church is not a matter of 
free-will but the payment of a tax enforced by 
penalties.” 


(Quotations are from J. GRESHAM 
MACHEN, A BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR, 
by Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse, pages 485-488). 


It is certainly contrary to the position of our 
Church, that “God alone is Lord of the conscience,” 
to try to coerce its members in the matter of 
their benevolence giving. Let the Boards of the 
Church be careful that they adhere faithfully to 
the Word of God and the doctrinal standards of 
our Church, and they will not need to fear the 
loss of support from either our ministers or our 
members. It is when there is a question in the 
minds of ministers and members as to the matter 
of loyalty to the Bible, that the tendency arises 
to withhold support from a_ given benevolence 
cause. The contemplated action proposed by the 
General Council would require blind loyalty to a 
human organization rather than complete faith- 


fulness to the Word of God. 
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LirE IN THE Spirit. J. C. Macaulay. William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $1.50. 


The place and work of the Holy Spirit in 
the labors of the apostles and in the life of the 
early Christian church is a theme that impresses 
and intrigues the more one meditates upon it. 
Thus it impressed the author of these pages 
when he preached on the book of Acts and when 
he wrote his commentary volume on this part of 
the Scripture. Anyone who spends time with 
these meditations will find himself richly re- 
warded with new insights and appreciation of 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the early church 
and in our present day lives. 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 107 
INERTIA: SPIRITUAL ANEMIA 


Walking along the creek bank with pole and 
line and a can of bait, I came to my favorite 
fishing hole and found an old Negro man sitting 
there, his head bowed upon his knees, sound asleep. 
His fishing pole was set, the butt end weighted 
down with a stone while the end of it out there 
over the water was dipping like a pump handle; 
evidently a good sized fish was tugging at the bait. 
I dropped my bait can on the ground and shook 
the old man’s shoulder, saying “Wake up, old 


man, you've got a bite!’’ He slowly opened his 


eyes, then seeing the end of his pole bobbing up 
and down, he grabbed it and jerked; but the line 
slackened and the hook came up clean. He had 
missed, and it was plain to see he was very un- 
happy. 


A great multitude of people who call themselves 
Christians are sitting on the banks of a stream 
of humanity—sound asleep! — while that humanity 
drifts toward the pit. 


They are not asleep to business, to social life, 
to sports and other entertainment — indeed some 
are conspicuously alive and awake and successful 
in these; they don’t even go to sleep in church. But 
they have spiritual anemia. If they are the least 
bit concerned about the lost. souls in their com- 
munity, something has paralyzed their tongues and 
feet. 


abbreviated pathological definition of 
Anemia (according to the dictionary) is: “A 
quantitative deficiency of the hemoglobin, often ac- 
companied by a reduced number of red blood cells, 
and causing pallor, weakness and breathlessness.”’ 
In short, a want of red blood. A captain in World 
War One, seeing a private shivering when the 
order was given to “Go over the Top” challenged 
him by shouting, “Haven’t you got any red blood 
in you?” The private answered, “Yes, sir, but I 
don’t want to see it!’’ That seems to be the bottle- 
neck in soul winning: we grow faint at the thought 
of (spiritual) blood letting, - on our part. O yes, 
the Lord Jesus willingly shed His life blood on 
Calvary that we might not perish but have ever- 
lasting life, and if we have really drunk at that 
“Fountain” we should have that something which 
makes us willing and glad to pass the good news 
on to others. And what is that something? May 
it not be the spiritual hemoglobin? Pathologically 
it is described as “the protein coloring matter of 
the red blood corpuscles, which serves to convey 
oxygen to the tissues.” If we are anemic we are 
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missing some very necessary nourishment - proteins. 
That is real food. Spiritual food is the Bread of 
Heaven. That is God’s Word, and the Word 
in a very real sense is Jesus Christ. (See John 
1:1). What wonderful parallels in the natural 
to the spiritual! Metabolism is biologically “the 
sum of the processes or changes in an organism 
or a single cell by which food is built up into living 
protoplasm, and by which protoplasm is broken 
down into simpler compounds with the exchange 
of energy.” And if my doctor will forgive me, 
just an ignorant fisherman, I’m trying to say that 
what we are desperately needing is the hemoglobin 
of daily Bible study and prayer, energized into 
ACTION by the metabolism of the Holy Spirit. 
My doctor has prescribed a concoction of proteins 
that he says I must take three times a day - in 
addition to my meals! - that I cannot risk leaving 
off this nourishment. Don’t you think for a mo- 
ment I will disregard his instructions. Lord, keep 
me mindful of the fact that the spiritual protein 
is far more important, and that I may truly say 
with Job (23:12) ‘Neither have I gone back from 
the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the 
words of his mouth more than my necessary food.” 
And with Paul in 2.Tim.3:16, “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, ” 

AND HELP ME TO BE A WIDE-AWAKE 

FISHERMAN! 


HELPS TO UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
IN DAY BY DAY 


Clinton C. Baker 
Sunday, May 29, Deut. 8:7-20. 


The Israelites were on the verge of entering 
the promised land. What would vv.7-10 mean to 
a people who had been slaves in Egypt and recently 
nomads in the wilderness? What parallels do you 
find between American history and the history of 
the Jewish people in vv.14-18? How would the 
admonition of vv.11-14,17 apply to America today? 
to you? Observe carefully the warning of vv.19-20. 
How has material prosperity affected your rela- 
tionship to the Lord? Has it tended to make you 
independent and self-sufficient? Has it become 
so important or so enjoyable that you find it is 
pushing God out of your life (vv.18-19) ? 


Monday, May 30, John 15:1-11. 


Do you feel that your Christian experience lacks 
the kind of joy mentioned in v.11? Verse 4 pro- 
vides the solution. How can a spirit of self-suf- 
ficiency (v.5b) hurt one’s relationship with Christ? 
To abide in’ the love of Christ (v.9) involves 
a complete break with sin. Are you’ willing to 
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obey Christ implicitly regardless of the cost, just 
as Christ obeyed God (v.10)? Maintaining a 
vital relationship to Christ also involves a daily 
study of the Word of God (v.7). What is the 
end of the man who is disobedient to Christ (v.6) ? 
of the man who abides in Him (v.4)? See 
Galatians 5:22 for the content of this fruit. Do 
you desire to bear fruit for Christ? Are you willing 
to take the steps necessary to abide in Christ? 


Tuesday, May 31, Matthew 19:16-22. 

How would you characterize the rich young 
ruler? Do you think he was sincere when he asked 
the questions of vv.16&20? Was he honest in 
his statement that he had kept the commandments 
(vv.17-20)? Notice Jesus’ attitude toward him 
in Mark 10:21. What sin was Jesus pointing out 
in the young man’s heart (Matt. 19:21-22) ? Does 
Jesus’ statement of v. 21 apply to everyone, or 
does it apply only to those whose love for riches 
is a stumbling block to following Him? Is he con- 
demning riches as such? What sins would Jesus 
point out in your life that are a hindrance to 
your following Him? Are you willing to put every- 
thing secondary to your following of Christ? 


W ednesday, June 1, Matt. 6:25-33. 


Jesus is condemning anxiety about the material 
necessities of life (vv. 31-32). How do His illus- 
trations of the birds (v.26) and the lilies of the 
field (vv.29-30) point out the foolishness of being 
anxious over material needs? Do you have such 
an attitude? What would Jesus say to you through 
these verses when you are sick or temporarily out 
of a job? What does the logic of v.27 add? (“Take 
no thought” means “do not be anxious.”’) What 
part does our heavenly Father play in supplying 
our physical needs (vv.26,30,32-33) ? How impor- 
tant is man in God’s sight (vv.26,30,32) ? If vou 
are so important in God's sight, and His care for 
you so complete, what place should the Lord’s 
work have in your life (v.33)? What place does 
it have? 


Thursday, June 2, Psalm 8. 


What two thoughts come to the mind of the 
Psalmist as he gazes into the heavens (vv.1,3-4) ? 
What facts about God does he discover (v.1) ? 
Notice what he says about man (vv.3-9). How 
does looking into the heavens make man seem in- 
significant (vv.3-4)? However, what portion of 
Scripture reminds the Psalmist of the importance 
of man in God’s sight (vv.5-8) ? What place does 
man have in relation to God's other creatures 
(vv.6-8) ? Do I sometimes feel insignificant and 
fearful, alone in the vastness of the universe? Do 
| realize the greatness of my importance to the 
Creator? Have I made my peace with Him? 


Friday, June 3, Matthew 14:13-23. 


As you observe Jesus’ actions here, remember 
that one close to Him had just been beheaded 
(vv.1-12), and that our Lord was probably ex- 
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tremely weary (Mark 6:31). He withdrew to 
pray (vv.13&23). Is there any sign of irritation 
at the interruption of the crowds (v.14)? How 
would I react under similar circumstances? What 
actions of Jesus reveal that He was not just being 
outwardly courteous (vv.14-21) ? Were the crowds 
being at all considerate of Jesus? How do the 
actions of Christ illustrate the compassion that v.14 
mentions? What can I find in this passage to help 
me at times when the pressure of my own needs 
and desires would cause me to be unmindful of 
the needs of others? 


Saturday, June 4, Romans 14:10-13. 


Paul is saying, in effect, that there are certain 
beliefs and practices, the rightness or wrongness 
of which must be determined by the conscience 
of the individual (1-13). | What central point 
does Paul make in vv.5-8 as to what our motives 
should be? Why does Paul say we are not to 
judge one another (vv.10-12) ? How would Paul’s 
thinking in this passage apply to modes of baptism, 
practice of the Lord’s Supper, ideas relating to 
Christ’s return, procedure and decorum in church 
worship, Sabbath observance? When one Christian 
judges another on these matters, what basic sin 
can be involved? When I evaluate the practices 
and beliefs of other Christians, do I have the 
good of the Lord’s cause in view (vv.6-8)? Am 
I determined to hold to the essential doctrines of 
the faith, and at the same time be tolerant of 
Christians of other groups on peripheral matters? 


Do You UNpDERSTAND THE BrBLE? J. Carter 
Swaim. Westminster Press. $2.50. 


This work attempts to point out a number of 
the ways in which our thought forms and presup- 
positions differ from those which we meet in Scrip- 
ture and with which every honest man must reckon. 
The author points out that the Bible is notable 
for the way in which it unites ideas that from our 
human point of view appear to be opposites. He 
notes that sometimes in a single sentence it com- 
bines terms that appear to us self-contradictory. 
It places side-by-side thoughts that we do not ordi- 
narily think of as belonging together. For example 
Christ tells us that the sure way to lose our lives 
is to try to save them while the only possible way 
to save them is to be willing to fling them away 
with glad abandon. According to the author the 
20th century is fond of glowing predictions of the 
new and better world that is to be opened up by 
technology but he is convinced that hopes built 
upon materialism inevitably disappoint. He shows 
us that Christianity alone among the ethnic religions 
has the power of continual renewal. Of special 
value in this volume is the emphasis upon the fact 
that truth is something to be acted upon as well 
as to be believed. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 29 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Hezckiah Meets A Crisis 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 31 and 32; Isaiah 36-39 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 124 


The test of a man’s Faith and Character comes when the CRISIS comes. A ship may seem strong 
and seaworthy but we never know certainly until it passes through a violent storm; then we can tell. The 
Subject of our lesson, ‘‘Hezekiah Meets a Crisis”, could be changed slightly, for in these chapters we have 
the record of how he met Two Crises; one a National Crisis, and the other a Personal Crisis; his nation 


was in danger, and he himself was ‘“‘sick unto death.” 


It is a blessed thing to have the Lord on our 
side when the Crises come. “If it had not been 
the Lord Who was on our side’, the Psalmist 
sings in Psalm 124, (Our Devotional Reading) 
“If it had not been the Lord who was on our 
side when men rose up against us; Then they had 
swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kin- 
dled against us”. The pages of history are full of 
illustrations of this fact. ‘Our help is in the name 
of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”’ 


1. Hezekiah Continues His Work of Reformation: 
Chapter 31. 


This “‘Revival’”” was not confined to Judah and 
Benjamin, but reached into Israel; into at least 
two tribes, Ephraim and Manasseh. They went 
out and utterly destroyed the signs of idolatry in 
the land. 


The king now turns his attention to the re- 
organization and support of the worship of God. 
He appointed courses for the priests and ordered 
that the king’s portion of his substance be used 
and that the people should give. He set the ex- 
ample and commanded the people to follow that 
example. The result was more than satisfactory. 
There was an abundance of provisions for the 
priests ; ““we have enough to eat . . . and that which 
is left is a great store’. 


It is always true that when people are deeply 
moved spiritually they give generously to the work 
of the Lord. Their giving was in the form of 
“tithes and offerings”. I wonder what would hap- 
pen in the Church today if we had these two 
things; a deep spiritual awakening, and a realiza- 
tion of the joys and blessings of Stewardship! The 
latter will come when we have the former. It is 
true that, in prosperous times, like ours today, 
people do give, but it is often thoughtless and hap- 
hazard giving. If the Church is “revived” our gifts 
will come from loving, devoted hearts, and will 
mean much more. 


They are good Leaders, worthy to have their 
names recorded in God’s Book. The greatest praise 
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is given to Hezekiah. His eulogy is pronounced © 
in the concluding verses of this chapter: “And thus 
did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought 
that which was good and right and true before 
the Lord his God. And in every work that he 
began in the service of the house of God, and in 
the law, and in the commandments, to seek his 
God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered’’. 
Whatever we do, in word or deed, do it heartily, 
(with all your heart). This is a fine motto for 
every Christian. In II Kings 18:5 we read: “He 
trusted in the Lord God of Israel; so that after 
him there was none like him among all the kings 
of Judah, nor any that were before him”. This 
is high praise. 


II. The Crisis in the Nation: 32 :1-23. 


‘“Sennacherib king of Assyria came’: and the 
crisis came with him. Assyria, under Shalmaneser, 
had already conquered the Northern Kingdom and 
carried them away captive. Now, in the fourteenth 
vear of King Hezekiah - when his reign was about 
half over - Sennacherib comes against the Southern 
Kingdom and Hezekiah becomes subject to him 
and pays tribute to the amount of 300 talents of 
silver and 30 talents of gold. (around $1,200,000 
dollars). To pay this heavy fine Hezekiah had 
to cut the gold from the doors and pillars of the 
Temple. This, however, did not satisfy the As- 
syrian monarch, or cause him to go back home. 
(It looks as though he had agreed to leave Hezekiah 
alone if he paid the money, but he failed to do so. 
Blackmailers are not known as those who stick 
to a bargain). He now comes against Jerusalem 
with a great host. Hezekiah, taking counsel with 
his princes, made preparation to resist this treacher- 
ous invasion. He took courage and built up the 
wall that was broken down, and set captains of 
war over the people, and spake comfortably to 
them, saying, Be strong and courageous, be not 
afraid nor discouraged for the king of Assyria, 
nor for the multitude with him—for there is a 
greater with us than with him. With him is an 
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arm of flesh: but with us is the Lord our God 
to help us, and to fight our battle. 


The king of Assyria sent his servants to Jerusa- 
lem to boast and blaspheme and discourage and 
intimidate the defenders of that city. They gath- 
ered outside the city walls and boasted of all that 
they had done and even claimed that God had 
told them to fight against Jerusalem. They cried 
with a loud voice in the Jew’s speech, so that 
all the people could see and hear and understand. 
The climax of all this was the blasphemous letter 
sent to Hezekiah: “And Hezekiah received the 
letter from the hand of the messengers, and read 
it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the 
Lord, and opened it, and spread it before the Lord. 
Then there follows the earnest prayer which he 
made as he spread the letter before the Lord. 


The answer to this prayer came through the 
prophet Isaiah: This is the word which the Lord 
hath spoken concerning him; the virgin, the daugh- 
ter of Zion, hath despised thee and laughed thee 
to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken 
her head at thee. Then the angel of the Lord went 
forth and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 
185,000 men. So Sennacherib went and returned 
to Nineveh and his sons slew him with the sword. 
This dramatic event is described for us in Byron’s 
well-known verses: 


“The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold, 
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold: 
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea, 
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee. 


And the widows of Asher are loud in their wail, 
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal; 
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord”’. 


Hezekiah became even greater after this victory 
and was magnified in the sight of all nations. (See 


verses 27-30 also). 


III. The Crisis in His own Life: Sickness: 
32 :24-26,31, and Isaiah 38. 


In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death. 
The first message of the prophet was a gloomy 
one: Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, 
and not live. The king turned his face to the wall 
and prayed most earnestly and wept sore. Then 
a second message came to Isaiah. He was to tell 
Hezekiah that his prayer had been heard, that his 
life was to be spared for fifteen years. He also 
gave him a sign, bringing the shadow of the sun 
dial ten degrees backward. Hezekiah wrote a song 
to commemorate this event. 


In both of his great emergencies Hezekiah showed 
great faith. I suppose his faith wavered at first 
when he yielded to Sennacherib and agreed to pay 
tribute, but it reasserted itself in a fine way in 
his conduct during the siege of Jerusalem. His 
steadfast courage was an inspiration to his people. 
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He knew the power of prayer. We can attribute 
some of this to the influence of Isaiah who describes 
in detail these historical events. The lesson for 
us is plain. Whether it be a crisis in the nation 
or in our own personal lives we should go to God 
in prayer. He may not answer exactly as he did 
in the case of Hezekiah, but the prayer of faith 
will save sick people and a sick nation. 


Il’. Hezekiah’s One Big Mistake: 
Il Chronicles 32:25,31; Isaiah 39. 


‘‘He rendered not again according to the benefit 
done unto him, for his heart was lifted up.”’ God 
graciously healed the king and gave him fifteen 
more years to live, but Hezekiah did not remember 
and give thanks and glory to God, but became a 
bit proud. How many times has God been good to 
us! Do we stop to thank Him when we have had 
sume narrow escape on the highway? Do we re- 
ulember to give praise to Him when He has healed 
us? Do we tell others what great things the Lord 
has done for us? Hezekiah humbled himself, and 
was forgiven. Have we asked God to forgive us? 


Some ambassadors of the princes of Babylon 
came to enquire of the wonders done in the land. 
This seems to refer to his recovery from sickness: 
‘For he heard that he had been sick, and was 
recovered. Here was a fine opportunity for 
Hezekiah to give glory to God in the presence of 
these heathen. He showed them, however, his great 
material treasures and the glory of his kingdom. 


Isaiah said to the king, “What said these men? 
. . . What have they seen in thy house? After 
the king told him, the prophet said, ““Behold the 
day will come, that all that is in thine house... . 
shall be carried to Babylon”. This came to pass 
a few years later. 


What do people see in our houses? Is there 
something there which will remind them that they 
are in a Christian Home? What do foreign diplo- 
mats see when they come to America? Is it merely 
our great wealth or military power? Is there 
something in Washington to remind them that 
America is a Christian land? Are we making the 
same mistake that Hezekiah made.” Howbeit in 
the business of the ambassadors of the princes of 
Babylon, who sent to enquire of the wonder done 
in the land, God left him, to try him, that he 
might know all that was in his heart.’ Is God 
testing us as he tested Hezekiah? Are we standing 
the test? 


BOOKS — 3 


THe Hory Spirit EvaAncetism. J. B. 
Lawrence. Zondervan. $1.50. 

This book is practical and moves in the areas 
in which we daily live. It is an exposition of the 
work of the Holy Spirit and will be of use to 
preachers and evangelists in preparing messages on 
“The Holy Spirit In Evangelism.” It is an effec- 
tive blending of the doctrinal and the devotional. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 29 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What Is Man? 


Hymn: ‘Jesus, Thou Joy Of Loving Hearts” 
Prayer 
Scripture: Psalm 8 

Hymn: “Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind”’ 
Offering 

Hymn: “O For A Heart To Praise My God” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

When we seek knowledge of a religious nature 
we very naturally expect to find much of the in- 
formation we want in the Bible. Sometimes we 
may forget that the Bible can also tell us much 
about ourselves. In the study of human _ nature 
we are apt to look to such sciences as physiology 
and psychology without regard to the Scriptures. 
These sciences certainly have their place of im- 
portance, but the Bible gives us some very basic 
and dependable knowledge about man which we 
cannot afford to overlook. The reason for this 
is that the Bible is God’s word to us, and God 
knows more about us than we can ever know 
about ourselves. 


Our speakers will point out some of the funda- 
mental teachings of Scripture about our human 
nature, our weaknesses, and our possibilities. 


First SPEAKER: 

Much has been written and speculated about the 
origin of man, but the Bible reveals to”us the 
profound truth that man is the creature of God. 
“And God said, let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. So God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God created He him; male and 
female created He them.’ Gen. 1:26,27. Not 
only is man a creature of God, he is the crown 
of creation. Of all the things and beings which 
God created, man was the last and the highest. 
The eighth Psalm speaks of the honor which God 
has bestowed upon man: “For thou hast made him 
a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned 
him with glory and honor. Thou madest him to 
have dominion over the works of thy hands; Thou 
hast put all things under his feet: all sheep and 
oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; the fowl 
of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever 
passeth through the paths of the sea.’ Of course 
the highest honor which God has granted man 
is that which is mentioned in Gen. 1 :26,27, that 
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man is made in the image and likeness of God. 
(God made man to share in His likeness, in a sense 
to partake of His nature, so it was and is possible 
for men to have fellowship with God. This is the 
thing which separates us from all the other crea- 
tures of the earth and makes us superior to them. 


The Bible makes it clear that man has a two- 
fold nature, a physical nature and a spiritual 
nature. This is first indicated in Gen. 2:7, “And 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul.” Man’s 
physical body was made of the material earth, 
and his soul came directly from God. Speaking 
of the death of man Ecclesiastes 12:7 teaches the 
same truth, “Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave it.” Jesus Himself spoke words 
which teach us that man is made up of two essential 
parts, body and soul: “And fear not them which 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: 
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” Matt. 10:28. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


God created man with a moral nature, that is, 
with a will of his own and the power to choose 
God’s will or his own way. This is indicated in 
the proposition which God made to His first man: 
‘And the Lord God commanded the man saying, 
of every tree in the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.’’ Gen. 
2:16,17. We all know the outcome of this propo- 
sition. Adam followed his own inclination rather 
than the will of God. This willful disobedience 
we call sin, and it was followed by the punishment 
which God had said would come. ‘“Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” Jas. 
1:15. ‘The wages of sin is death.’”’ Rom. 6:23. 
Adam’s sin polluted not only himself, but all of 
his natural descendants: “. . . by one man’s dis- 
obedience many were made sinners ... ” Rom. 
5:19. “Wherefore as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.”’ Rom. 5:12. 
The result of this is that since the sin of Adam, 
all men have inherited from him a sinful nature. 
David said, “Behold, I was shapen in sin, and in 
sin did my mother conceive me.”’ Psalm 51:5. We 
are born with a sinful nature, and we all con- 
tinue to sin. The Bible makes it clear that all men 
are sinners and are under the sentence of death. 
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THIRD SPEAKER: 

If this were the end of the Bible’s teaching 
concerning man, it would leave us in a gloomy 
position, but it is not the end. The Scriptures have 
this glorious message for mankind: “But when 
the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons.” Gal. 4:4,5. 
The coming of Christ means that man can be 
saved from the penalty and power of sin and that 
his God-like nature can be renewed. “Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” II Cor. 5:17. It is written that 
Christians are those who “have put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of Him that created him.” Col. 3:10. This 
renewed nature will evidently be exalted above 
that of Adam in his original state, because it is 
written that even the angels will minister to those 
who are redeemed by faith in Christ. (See Heb. 
1:14) The most wonderful fact of all, with ref- 
erence to our new nature as Christians, is that we 
are accepted as children of God. “But as many 
as received Him, to them gave He power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His name.” John 1:12. 


Women’s Work 


WOMEN WITNESSING BY VISITING 


Visitation Evangelism! This is a prominent and 
popular phrase among Presbyterian women at the 
present time. Why? Because Presbyterian women 
are becoming aware of the fact that visitation is 
one of the most successful and effective means of 
evangelizing. Visiting in the homes of those about 
whom we are concerned and sharing our gifts of 
friendliness and personality—these are among the 
best ways in which we, the Women of the Church, 
can witness. | 


One of the Spiritual Growth Recommendations 
which came out of the Women’s Advisory Council 
last summer was “That local women’s groups be 
urged to establish and maintain a visitation pro- 
gram in order that the inactive women may be 
reclaimed for service in the Church.” 


This recommendation is being carried out by 
many of the Women of the Church groups in the 
Synod of Kentucky. Among the most successful 
are those which have set aside a specific day each 
month for visiting inactive members and new mem- 
bers of the church, and prospective members for 
the church. One group has volunteers from each 
circle to meet at the church for lunch once a month. 
Lunch is followed by a short period of instruction, 
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inspiration and prayer. —Then the women go out 
in couples to visit. This plan is bringing results 
in many ways. Not only is it accomplishing its 
main purpose—that of bringing others into the 
church, but it is bringing into active service some 
women who had not been able to participate actively 
before. They feel that visiting is one of the things 
they can. do. The chairman who put this plan into 
operation has had several women call to thank 
her for giving them the opportunity to take part 
in an experience which brings such joy and satis- 
faction to all concerned! 


Yet another Women of the Church group in a 
fast growing church has a plan whereby every 
woman who is absent from a circle meeting is 
called on before the next meeting by members of 
the circle. This group also has a visiting committee 
to pay follow-up calls on each family or person 
visited by the pastor. They report that results are 
evident. 


It is important to note that while these Women 
of the Church are particularly interested in bring- 
ing others into the women’s work, they are equally 
as interested in cooperating with the plans of the 
pastor and session of the church to bring families 
into the Church Family. Practically all churches 
now have Visitation or Evangelism Committees 
composed of both men and women. Their work is 
followed up in some churches by splendid programs 
to prepare the newcomers for church membership. 
One large church has a special Sunday-school class 
which all newcomers attend for four Sundays. This 
class is taught by the assistant pastor and is designed 
to teach something about the Presbyterian Church 
and what it means to be a member of the church. 
At the end of the four Sundays a fellowship hour 
is held for the members of the class that they may 
meet the officers of the church and feel themselves 
a part of the fellowship of the church. 


Evangelism is one of the primary tasks of the 
church and of every Christian. Visitation Evange- 
lism can be the woman’s opportunity to do her 
part. We need more women to tackle this task! 


—(Mrs. H. G.) Betty Love Goodykoontz 


VISITATION EVANGELISM IN AFRICA 


(As told by one of the missionaries, 


Miss Mary Crawford) 


‘We are engaged in the ‘Forward with Christ’ 
evangelistic program at the present. The women 
leaders and Mrs. Anderson and [| are in the midst 
of a visitation evangelism campaign, a little dif- 
ferent this year from the ones we have conducted 
each year for four or five. This time it is a com- 
bination census and seeking for the lost. We go 
to every house in all four Centres, have begun 
in Kele Kele, going two by two, and speaking with 
everyone we find, whether Christian, Roman Cath- 
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olic, or non-Christian, and writing down the results 
of our visits. One of the things that has impressed 
us is that the Roman Catholics do not know the 


sweet communion with God to be had in prayer. | 


All they know is crossing themselves after the 
priest has intoned formal prayers. They really don’t 
know what prayer is. - 


“It is a sweet experience to sit and visit and 
pray with our own Christians, and a great thrill 
to hear a non-Christian accept Christ as Saviour. 
Last Friday after a mother and her grown daughter 
had accepted Him, they asked us to return when the 
husband and father would be at home so that we 
could explain to him the way of life in Christ. 


“Beginning on March 13th there will be special 
services for a week in the new Church. During 
that same week and prior to the hour of the service 
the laymen will conduct a visitation evangelism 
campaign, using the names of men whom we have 
found in our visiting. Beginning on the 27th and 
on into April the village evangelists will exchange 
pulpits with each other and conduct evangelistic 
services. Pray with us for the great reviving power 
of the Holy Spirit upon this part of the Church of 
Christ in Congo through these days.’ 


FORWARD IN BIBLE STUDY IN 1955 


As an organization, the Women of the Church 
have always placed the study of God’s Word at 
the very center of each year’s planning and pro- 
gram. Throughout the years there has been in- 
creasing evidence of the growth that the women 
have made in this particular phase of the work. 
Never more so than now is there a definite search- 
ing and seeking for new and more effective ways 
to promote the study of the Bible. 


As we go forward in 1955,.we are looking for 
continued improvement and growth, particularly in 
the areas of Bible study and prayer. In the hope 
that something of what is happening will be of 
real inspiration and practical help, the women of 
the Virginia Synodical would like to share with 
the women throughout the Assembly some of the 
means whereby we have noted effective work. 


First of all, the church fails if it fails to train 
the leadership of tomorrow. Not only so—but the 
state of the world in which we live makes the 
benefits from the Bible doubly important and 
precious. In its practical application the Bible truths 
bear upon the problems, experiences, and beliefs 
of all persons in all circumstances. For these rea- 
sons training of teachers for Bible study classes is 
of vital importance. 


Almost every church can boast of fine Bible 
teachers and students of the Bible. This in itself 
is not enough. Recognizing this, there has been 
a trend toward the establishment of Bible teaching 
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training classes. These classes are composed in the 
main of the younger women who have not had 
any previous preparation in leading the study of 
the Word. In some cases the membership of such 
classes is strictly voluntary—in others an effort is 
made to seek out and include potential leadership. 
These classes are conducted by able Bible teachers, 
women, mostly, but in some cases the pastors have 
cooperated in conducting them. Classes conducted 
by the pastors are strictly informal sessions and 
are vitally important for their question and answer 
type of learning. 

It has been found to be effective in rural areas 
to combine the leadership of several churches in 
an area. Particularly in the rural areas because 
in many places the source material for study its 
greatly limited. In such cases the minister’s library 
serves as the only one available. 


Another outstanding work accomplished has been 
the project growing out of Circle meetings where 
the Bible lessons are taken to the absent members 
and to the shut-ins. One circle appoints a com- 
mittee of two to visit the absent members, the sick 
and the shut-ins and take to them a condensation 
of the lesson. Another circle chairman lists the main 
points or lessons from the Bible study and mimeo- 
graphs them for distribution. In many other ways 
the women not attending for any of the above 
reasons come to feel a part of the membership 
in a vital way. Taking the Word to those nearest 
us in the community is the first step in fulfilling 
the Great Commission. It is interesting to note that 
devotional material is always the first request that 
comes from a shut-in when asked about reading 
material. We can find many ways and means of 
including every woman on our church rolls if we 
would but concern ourselves with it. 

In the larger areas the program of having all 
Circle Bible leaders meet for preparatory lessons 
is fairly well established but there is still much 
to be done in carrying this plan into other churches. 
In every case the pastors, when requested, have 
been willing to put this one more task into their 
already full schedule. They do this because of the 
importance of the undertaking. 

As we seek to live out our motto—‘Forward 
With Christ” in 1955, let us remember that in 
God’s Word we have ample assurance of His 
never-failing encouragement and help, His great 
love and understanding, and His power that can 
be ours if we but accept it. 


—(Mrs. Beverly Day) Ruth W. Williamson, 
Lynchburg, Virginia. 


f BOOKS — 


‘THE STRANGER IN THE MarsH. Craig Massey. 
Zondervan. $1.50. 

An entertaining novel for young people. It 
is clean and stimulating in the right direction. 
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Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 


January 15 - April 30, 1955 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 


Received from Jan. 15 through 102,490.97 
April 30, 1955 


Percentage of annual budget 13.2 
received to date 


Balance needed for the year 674,887.03 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Budget for 1955 $19,700.00 


Received from Jan. 15th through 3,453.46 
April 30, 1955 


Percentage of annual budget [7.9 
received to date 


16,246.54 


Balance needed for the year 


NEW ASSISTANT STATED CLERK 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., today announced that Dr. Archie C. Smith, 
pastor of Vine Street Church, Birmingham, Ala., 
has accepted the position of assistant to the Stated 


Clerk of the Assembly. 


Dr. Smith, who is stated clerk of Birmingham 
Presbytery, will begin his work in Atlanta the 
latter part of May. He is, and has been since 
its creation, a member of the Permanent Commit- 
tee on the Office of the General Assembly. A 
native of Collins, Miss., Dr. Smith is a graduate 
of Arkansas College, and holds an honorary Doc- 
tor of Divinity degree from that institution. 


WEST VIRGINIA SYNOD’S 
MEN’S CONFERENCE 


Presbyterian men from all over the Synod of 
West Virginia will converge on Charleston, W. Va., 
Sunday afternoon, May 15, for their annual con- 
ference, beginning at 1:30 at the First Presbyterian 


Church there. 


Object of the one-day meeting, sponsored by 
the Presbyterian Men’s Council, is to show the 
laymen how they can do a better job for their 
church on the local level. 
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Speakers will include John Myers, president of 
the Men of New Orleans Presbytery; Dr. Howard 
H. Gordon, Bluefield, minister, and Dr. John 
Bright, Union Theological Seminary, Richmond. 


Officers of the state-wide Presbyterian Men’s 
Council are Col. C. M. McMurray, Lewisburg, 
president; Rodney Dillon, Charleston, vice presi- 
dent; ‘Dodd Martensen, Bluefield, secretary, and 
Samuel Pritchard, Huntington, treasurer and con- 
ference chairman. 


THIRD WORLD MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


Decatur, Ga. — More than 30 young people 
of approximately 300 college, high school, and sem- 
inary students attending Columbia Theological 
Seminary’s Third World Missions Conference, to- 
day signified their desire to serve their Church 
as foreign missionaries. 


The conference, sponsored by the Decatur sem- 
inary’s Society of Missionary Inquiry, drew 205 
registrants from high schools and colleges in six 
states, plus more than 100 students from the sem- 
inary itself. The conference program, lasting from 
2:00 p. m. April 22 through noon April 24, brought 
together Board of World Mission officials and 
nine missionaries to present the challenge of the 
mission fields. | 


Of the 33 who expressed desire to become mis- 
sionaries, 15 were from Columbia Seminary’s stu- 
dent body; the rest were from among the younger 
students from South Carolina, Florida, ‘Tennessee, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Georgia. Thirty or forty 
others from the group‘asked to be kept on the mail- 
ing list of the Mission Board’s Candidate Depart- 
ment, as interested and potential candidates. 


The conference was held at historic Camp 
Smyrna, Atlanta Presbytery - owned assembly 
grounds near Conyers, Ga. 


The opening session of the conference featured 
an address by Mrs. Eugene Kellersberger, mis- 
sionary to the Congo and now residing in Mel- 
bourne, Fla. She spoke on the topic, “With All 
Power,” telling how the power of God is in all 
things—in the insignificant details as well as in 
the big, magnificent things. She was followed by 
her husband, Dr. Kellersberger, showing a film 
telling the story of the work being done in a Scot- 
tish Presbyterian leper colony in Nigeria, the larg- 
est such colony in the world. Dr. Kellersberger 
has been outstanding in leper work in 40 countries, 
having served for 15 years as General Secretary of 
the inter-denominational American Leprosy Mis- 
sions, and for 25 years as a medical missionary 


for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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Saturday morning’s schedule included classes led 
by the following workers from the various mission 
tields: Korea — the Rev. Eugene Daniel, Candi- 
date Secretary for the Board of World Missions 
and former missionary to Korea, and the Rev. 
Nam Chin Cha, a Korean minister and now grad- 
uate student at Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. Brazil — the Rev. Ishmael Andrade, 
Presbyterian minister and professor from Recife, 
Brazil, and the Rev. Jon Crow, missionary to 
Brazil and now resident in Birmingham, Ala. 
Africa — Dr. and Mrs. John Knox Miller, Dr. 
and Mrs. Kellersberger, and the Rev. Day Carper. 
Japan — Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secre- 
tary, Board of World Missions, and former mis- 
sionary to Japan, and Miss Elizabeth McNeill, 
missionary to that country. Mexico — Dr. Cecil 


Thompson, professor at Columbia Seminary, re- 


cently a visitor to the Mexican field. 


After class periods, Dr. Fulton addressed the 
300 young people on the topic, “Unto All the 
World,” presenting the challenge of the Great 
Commission, 


PRES-MEX ON THE ROAD 


Taft, Texas — The A Cappella Choir of Pres- 
Mex left Taft, Texas, April 22 on a ten-day tour 
of Presbyterian Churches within the state. 


The twenty-six voice choir from the Presbyterian 
School for. Mexican girls is under the direction 
of Miss Helen Thorington. Their itinerary in- 
cludes San Antonio, Dallas, Sherman, Denison, 
San Saba, Weatherford, Bellaire, and Houston. 


The Fellowship Council of Pres-Mex, made up 
of the student body of the Texas Synod School for 
Mexican Girls, recently elected and installed of- 
ficers for the coming year. 


Named president is Margie Lee Garcia of Alice, 
Texas. Secretary is Berta Ramos of ‘Tampico, 
Mexico; treasurer is Flor Alicia Adame of Linares, 
Mexico; and historian, Mary Jinenez of Taft. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Atlanta, Ga. — Student officers for Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., and for 
the student body’s Society of Missionary Inquiry, 
were installed April 26 by Dr. J. McDowell 


Richards, seminary president. 


Charles Eugene Craven, from Boone, N. C., a 
rising senior, became president of the student body, 
succeeding Leighton F. §. Ford of Chatham, On- 
tario. James Sommerville of Barnardsville, N. C., 
was installed as vice president. Other officers for 
next year are: secretary—Herschel Allen, Jr., of 
Monticello, Ga.; and treasurer—Jack Edward 


Maxwell, Clinton, S. C. 
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Stillman College Commencement 


The Baccalaureate Sermon to Stillman College 
will be given by Dr. Felix Gear of Columbia The- 
ological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, on May 29, 
at four in the afternoon. 


The Commencement address will be given by 
President J. King Chandler, III, of Daniel Payne 
College in Birmingham, Alabama, on May 30, at 
ten o'clock in the morning. 


Stillman plans to graduate a class of approxi- 
mately thirty-five students. 


Agnes Scott Scholarship Awards 


With 91 students from high schools in 19 states 
from California to New Hampshire competing in 
the annual scholarship competition, Agnes Scott 
College this week announced the winners of schol- 
arship awards of more than $7000 to high school 
seniors. The 15 winning entrants were chosen on 
the basis of the Scholastic Aptitude Test of the 
College Entrance Examination Board, an auto- 
biography including a statement explaining why 
the applicant wished a scholarship to Agnes Scott, 
the preparatory school record, participation § in 
school and community activities, and other data. 


The two top awards of $1,200, to be used over 
the four year period, went to Miss Margaret 
Tucker Hart, Camden, Ark., and Miss Donalyn 
Jane Moore of 128 W. Benson St., Decatur, Ga. 
Three awards of $600, also over four years, were 
won by Miss Catherine Frances Broom of Good- 
water, Ala., Miss Susanne Hodges Robinson of 
Newell, N. C., and Miss Susie Evelyn White of 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Ten one-year awards were made as _ follows: 
$400 to Miss Caroline Mary Henderson, Galena, 
Ohio; $300 each to Miss Elizabeth Ruth Barker, 
Nashua, N. H.; Miss Nancy Ruth Christian, 
Princeton, N. J.; and Miss Martha Susanne 
Fletcher, Dawson, Ga.; $200 each to Miss India 
Clark, Macon, Ga.; Miss Barbara Gayle Fays- 
soux, Memphis, Tenn.; Miss Glenda Marie Huey, 
Memphis, Tenn.; Miss Jerolyn Everette Ross, 
Meridian, Miss.; Miss Barbara Pou Varner, 
Thomaston, Ga.; and Miss Joan Frances Wag- 
goner, Mulberry, Tenn. 


In addition to the awards made in the national 
competitive scholarship event, six one-year awards 
were made to local girls from funds given to the 


college for scholarships for Fulton and DeKalb 


county girls. Awards of $300 each went to Miss 
Gertrude Ann Florrid, 773 Cascade Ave., S. W.; 
Miss Elizabeth Bolling Gay, 2594 Howell Mill 
Road, N. W.; Miss Patricia Lenore Korn, 1848 
Broadwell Street, S. W.; and Miss Edith Lambert 
Tritton, 1073 Lanier Blvd., N. E.; $200 each 
went to Miss Sara Caroline Boroughs, 2530 Clif- 
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